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veryone
knows
what
happened to the
four lads from
Liverpool after
they appeared on
The Ed Sullivan
Show on Feb. 9,
1964, in front
of a live TV audi
ence of 74 mil
lion. But the
three days lead
ing up to the
historic broad
cast were filled
with screaming teenagers,
cynical American
journalists, and
genuinely magi
cal moments that
changed the
Beatles and their
fans forever.
By Bruce Spizer
with reporting by
Bill Hewitt

TWIST AND SHOUT
FRIDAY, FEB. 7

1,20 P.M. When Pan Am Flight 101,
with the Beatles aboard, touches down,
more than 3,000 frantic fans are wait
ing on the roof of the newly christened
John F Kennedy airport. Michael
Harris, the longtime CBS press rep for

the Sullivan show, is on the tarmac to
meet the boys. "Two weeks before, I
had called every newspaperman I knew
in New York and no one had ever
heard of them," Harris recalls. But
what is news to the city's jaded tabloid
journalists is no secret to the
adolescents, who are prodded by 0

"Ladies and Gentle
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local DJs to greet the invading Brits. In fact,
all morning, New York radio stations have
been announcing the plane's progress as it
crossed the Atlantic.
Filmmakers Albert and David Maysles,
commissioned by a British production
company to shoot a documentary on the
band's visit, are stunned by the bedlam
at the airport. "I'd never seen anything
like it," Albert says. "Young women
were just crazed."
2:00 P.M. The mop-topped heartthrobs
use captivating wit and charm to tame a
truly unruly mob-the New York press.
Reporter: What about all this talk that

you represent some kind ofsocial rebellion?

John: It's a dirty lie. It's a dirty lie.
Reporter: What do you think

of

Beethoven?
Ringo: Great, especially his poems.

W ith their first great performance
behind them, the boys and their en
tourage are whisked in four Cadillac
limousines to Manhattan's swank Plaza
hotel. The Maysles brothers tag along.
"John was the quietest," Albert remem
bers, "but he was thinking all the time."
As the group's car approaches the hotel,
it's swarmed by girls. In a tone equally
amused and alarmed, Ringo blurts out,
"Let's get in, quick!"
EVENING In their suite on the 12th floor, the
Beatles watch their press conference on the
CBS Evening News with Walter Cronkite,

P AUL MCCARTNEY AND
RINGO STARR WILL
REUNITE FOR THE NIGHT
THAT CHANGED AMERICA

(CBS, 8 P.M.), FEATURING TODAY"S
TOP ARTISTS COVERING
BEATLES FAVORITES.

then talk to the BBC's Brian Matthew
about the trip so far. The conversation
inevitably turns to their hair.
Matthew: You proved that you don't wear wigs,
I hope.
Ringo: Yeah.
Matthew: What did you do?
Ringo: 1# took them off

The band spends the rest of the night
watching TV and, obsessed with
American radio, listening intently to
the transistors each of them have con
stantly pressed to their ears. George,
who's been fighting a cold, gets exam
ined by the hotel's physician, Dr. Jules
Gordon. The diagnosis: strep throat.
The doctor puts George's sister,
Louise, in charge of his care.

HERE, THERE, ANO EVERYWHERE
SATURDAY, FEB. 8
MORNING The group is awakened by
hundreds of fans chanting outside
the Plaza: "We want the Beatles! We
want the Beatles!" One of those fevered
kids is 13-year-old Irene Katz, holding
up the iconic sign, "Elvis is dead, long
live the Beatles." "I slept over at my
friend's the night before because my
parents never would've let me go," says
Katz, now retired in New Jersey. "We
were kids in love! That night, when we
were shown on the news, my father
. wasn't happy."
SHORTLY BEFORE NOON Hoping to duck
the mob waiting by their limos, the
three healthy Beatles pile into a small
red car and head to Central Park for a
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photo shoot, followed by cheeseburgers at the
Boathouse. Then it's on to the Sullivan studio
on Broadway for the first of many rehearsals.
Vince Calandra, then 29, is a production
assistant on the set that day. 'We found out
George was sick, and I happened to be wearing
a dark jacket with a shirt and tie, and so I'm
told to go out and stand in for him," says Ca
landra, who later became a successful TV pro
ducer. "Their roadie put George's guitar around
my neck. He told me it was George's favorite.
John asked ifl'd been there
DID YOU
when Buddy Holly was on, and
WATCH THE
BEATLES ON
I told him he was standing
THEED
right where Holly had per
SULLIVAN
SHOW?
formed. He was like, Wow!'
SHARE YOUR
Ringo asked, '.Are all you
MEMORIES
WITH US AT
Americans this crazy?"'
FACEBOOK
After performing, the Bea
.COM
/PARADEMAG.
tles surprise the show's staffby
asking to hear the playback so
they can check the sound. O

0

John Lennon Was a Bero of ■ine

THE BEATLES' ARRIVAL IN THE U.S. WAS A BALM FOR THE NATION'S YOUTH, INCLUDING
THEN COLLEGE FRESHMAN CHRIS MATTHEWS

T

hey arrived the
winter after Ken
nedy was killed. A
gloomy time it was,
and when the four young
guys from England showed
up on Ed Sullivan, it was the
biggest thing in the world.
Everyone on our floor at
Holy Cross gathered in the
RA's room to watch. Here
we were at an all-men's
school watching young
girls scream as the Beatles
strummed and sang. All the
joy and wonder of youth was
crowded onto a tiny screen.
This was the early Bea
tles, of course, before they
became.important. Impor
tant especially to those of

us dealing with Vietnam and
the draft and a generational
struggle that was only fun if
you were looking at it from
the outside. Fighting with
your father-having him
angry with you for going to
antiwar rallies-is no fun at
all. The thing is, millions of
us went through this. As the
New Frontier morphed into
the •60s, the Beatles led the
way. And for seven years,
they never stopped. There
is simply no other group
that has matched what this
group did. Consider the
sheer number of their songs
that live in our heads.
When I think of the •60s,
I think of the record shop in

Chapel Hill that blared out
"I Am the Walrus" during
my grad-school years at the
University or North Caro
lina. I think of "Hey Jude,"
the song my Peace Corps
outfit in Swaziland made its
own. And, of course, there's
"Imagine," John Lennon's
haunting rebuke to all the
reasons people invent for
killing each other, for war.
That's the song we're going
to hear for as long as it's
necessary to have someone
singing it.
Chris Matthews is the host of
MSNBC's Hardball and au
thor of Tip and The Gipper:
When Politics Worked.

ADVERTISEMENT

RINGING INwhich
THE
EARS?
reduces noises in the ears. "/ would

If you suffer from Tinnitus and experi
ence ringing in the ears, buzzing, hissing,
whistling, or other sounds, you should know
that help is available. Many people are put
ting up with irritating noises because they
are not aware of this proven treatment.
MagniLife® Tinnitus Relief has al
ready helped thousands find relief when
nothing else has worked. It can be taken
along with other medications with no side
effects. "This tablet seems to be the only
thing I've found that brings relief" - Bert
M, Mt. Pleasant, IA. The tablets dissolve
under the tongue and contain Lycopodium,

definitely recommend this product to any
one. " - C Robinson, OH.

MagniLife® Tinnitus Relief is available
at Walgreens, CVS/pharmacy, in the pain
relievers aisle, and Rite Aid Pharmacy.

Order risk free for $19.99 ($5.95 S&H)
for 125 tablets per bottle. Get a FREE bot
tle when you order two for $39.98 ($9.95
S&H). Send payment to: MagniLife T-P2,
PO Box 6789, McKinney, TX 75071 or call
1-800-657-5206. Satisfaction guaranteed or
return the bottles within 90 days for a full
refund. Order now at www.MagniLife.com.

NERVE PAIN
IN FEET?
it has worked wonders with the pain and

If you suffer from diabetic neuropathy,
or pain in your feet and legs due to nerve
damage, you should know that help is
available. Over 20 million Americans suf
fer from diabetic neuropathy and put up
with painful, tingling sensations because
they are not aware of this proven treatment.
MagniLifei Diabetic Neuropathy Foot
Cream contains key ingredients, such as
Gnaphalium and yellow jasmine, known
to relieve pain, tingling, and numbness,
while natural moisturizers restore cracked,
damaged, and itchy skin to help protect
against infection. Results are so fantas
tic, sufferers are finally getting relief. "...

discomfort in my feet and lower legs. I am
so happy to have learned of and tried this
product. " - Robert A, FL.

MagniLife� Diabetic Neuropathy Foot
Cream is available at Walgreens, Rite
Aid Pharmacy and Wal.mart. Order risk
free for $19.99 ($5.95 S&H) for a 4 oz
jar. Get a FREE jar when you order two
for $39.98 ($9.95 S&H). Sertd payment to
MagniLife NC-P2, PO BOX 6789, McK
inney, TX 75071 or call 1-800-613-4317.
Satisfaction guaranteed or return your
product within .90 days for a full refund.
Order now at www.MDFootCream.com.

RESTLESS
LEGS SYNDROME?
If uncomfortable sensations in your legs vandula Angustifolia and other essential

accompanied by an irresistible urge to move oils for relaxation so you can get a good
are disrupting your life, you may haveRest night's sleep. "This cream has saved me
less Legs Syndrome (RLS). Affecting more from such misery! Thanks again for such a
than 30 million Americans, RLS causes wonderful line of products." -G Beard, TX
symptoms such as creepy, crawly, tingling
MagniLife® Restless Legs Cream is
or pulling sensations that urge you to move available at Walgreens and Rite Aid
your legs, usually in the evening.
Pharmacy. Order for $19.99 ($5.95 S&H)
MagniLife® Restless Legs Cream allows for a 4 oz jar. Get a FREE jar when you or
you to rest comfortably again. Massage it der two for$39.98 ($9.95 S&H). Send pay
into your legs and feet to relieve and soothe ment to: MagniLife RC-P2, PO Box 6789,
the symptoms ofRLS. Formulated to allow McKinney, TX 75071 or call 1-800-613for absorption of specific vitamins and min 4317. Satisfaction guaranteed or return the
erals that provide relief from those painful jars within 90 days for a full refund. Order
and annoying sensations. Infused with La- now at www.RLScream.com.

SCIATICA BACK
PAIN?
shooting pains and tingling sensations. "The

If you suffer from Sciatica symptoms,
such as intense pain in the buttocks and low
er back, or pain and numbness in your legs
and feet, you are not alone. Over 170 mil
lion people suffer from the burning, tingling,
numbing, and shooting pains because they
are not aware of this proven treatment.
MagniLife® SciaticaRelief combines four
proven ingredients that help ease the severe
discomfort of Sciatica. It can be taken along
with other medications with no side effects.
The tablets dissolve under the tongue and
contain Colocynthis, known to relieve the

Sciatica Relief tablets are a miracle solution
to the pain of Sciatica." - Lillie, CA.

MagniLife® Sciatica Relief is available
at Walgreens, CVS/pharmacy and Rite
Aid Pharmacy. Order risk free for $19.99

($5.95 S&H) for 125 tablets per bottle. Get a
FREE bottle when you order two for$39.98
($9.95 S&H). Send payment to: MagniLife
S-P2, PO Box 6789, McKinney, TX 75071,
or call 1-800-657-5206. Guaranteed results,
or return the bottles within 90 days for a full
refund. Order now at www.MagniLife.com.

"No one had ever requested that," says Calandra. "They
wanted to be great."
LATER THAT EVENING John, Paul, and Ringo are treated to dinner
(chops and mashed potatoes, and crepes suzette for Paul) by
executives from Capitol Records at the exclusive '21' club.
During a tour of the wine cellar, Ringo asks if they have any
"vintage Coca-Cola."
At the hotel, George is on the phone with New York DJ
Murray the K Later, the others join him, introducing songs
and telling stories. As the show ends, Murray says, "This was
the Beatles' show. They've taken over." O continued on page 14

Bonding Over the Beatles

FOR MY DAD AND ME, THE BEATLES ALWAYS STRUCK
THE RIGHT CHORD BY CONNIE SCHULTZ

I

n the spring of 1966, my
28-year-old dad spotted
a framed photo in Hills
Department Store that he
knew would make me swoon.
Dad was a working-class
guy with a wife and four little
kids at home. He viewed any
purchase not related to food,
health, or shelter as a luxury,
but he saw in that photo the
chance to prove he understood
the heart of his 8-year-old girl.
That night, he walked into
the house and, without a word
(of course), handed over my
very own dresser-top photo of
Paul, Ringo, John, and George.
Ringo's sunglasses reflect a
handful of greeters-none of
whom, rm still happy to report,
appear to be girls. George
looks ready to leap. Into my
arms, I tell myself, even now.
Today the photo is faded
and the frame separating at
the comer seams. No matter.
It represents the one thing my
father and I had in common un
til the day he died: We loved the
Beatles. They brought out the
best in both of us.
My father was only 20 when I
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was born. For years, his music
was my music. The first record
he gave me was a Beatles 45
and together we'd sing along.
I was in first grade when the
band debuted on the Sullivan
show. Mom said it was too
late for me to watch, but she
deferred to Dad, who thought
there was no other place for
his daughter to be.
By 28, Dad was beholden
to a job in a plant that would
claim more than three decades
of his life. To him, the Beatles
were proof of the joy that
comes when you don't give a
hoot what your elders think.
To this day, I look at the
Beatles photo and see my
dad"s version of happiness.
When I close my eyes, I can
almost hear him sing.

The Beatles
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leaves the Plaza for another
rehearsal, with fans again in
hot pursuit. Irene Katz and
her friends, desperate for a
close-up glimpse of their
idols, actually catch up with
the limo: "Suddenly there
they were. Ringo was sitting
in the middle looking
absolutely terrified because
girls had started banging
on the windows. Then
the light changed and they
were gone."
2:30 P.M. At the dress
rehearsal and during a
taped performance to air
on Feb. 23, every time
someone mentions "the
Beatles," the girls in the
728-seat theater let out
ear-splitting screams.
Sullivan makes a deal
with the crowd: They can
scream during the Beatles
performance if they agree
to be quiet during the
other acts (including the
cast of Oliver! and an
impressionist). He threat
ens to call a barber if they
break their promise.
Alice Kestin, then 14, is
in the audience: "We
were so close to the stage,
it was so intimate, like
being in a bubble. My best
friend and I would call
out to Paul. He would
look up and wave and blow
a kiss. I kept jumping up
and down."
a,oo P.M. W hen the live show
O continued on page 17
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The Beatles I from page 14
begins, this time before a
new audience, the Beatles
open with "All My Loving."
Then Paul takes the spot
light on "Till There Was
You." One by one, each
Beatle is shown on the TV
screen. A note under John's
name reads: "Sorry girls,
he's married."
Next comes "She Loves
You."The loudest screams
ring out each time John,
Paul, and George shake
their heads and sing "Woo."
The show's musical director,
Ray Bloch, doesn't get it.
"The only thing different is
the hair, as far as I can see,"
he said. "I give them a year."
AFTER THE SHOW The group
heads for the Playboy
Club, where Paul is
impressed by the girls in
bunny suits. Then it's on to
the Peppermint Lounge,
where they are spoofed
by a novelty act. "It wasn't
really much like us," Ringo
jokes. "Their music was
too good."
The real Beatles leave
their fans aching for more:
"When I got home I could
barely make it up the stairs
because I'd pulled the
muscles in my thighs," says
Alice Kestin, now 64. "All I
remember was an afterglow.
The whole experience was a
mix of innocence and joy
fulness." Ill
Adaptedfrom the book The

Beatles are Coming! by

Bruce Spizer, available on his
website, beatle. net
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